Observation Form for Liturgy

The Liturgy of the Eucharist – Communion Rite
Use this form to observe and evaluate your parish’s liturgical practice.

LORD’S PRAYER
	If the Lord’s Prayer was sung, did the whole assembly sing it confidently?
	

	Did the assembly hold hands or did they do something else with their hands?
	


SIGN OF PEACE
	Did you feel that people shared the Sign of Peace with you genuinely?

	

	Did the gesture feel like a ritual sign of peacemaking, reconciliation, and commitment to the Body of Christ, or did it feel simply like a cordial handshake?
	

	Was the rite overly lengthened by the priest or other ministers sharing the sign of peace with too many people? If so, did the assembly feel engaged while they waited for the ministers to finish or did the assembly become spectators?
	


FRACTION RITE
	Were hosts from the tabernacle used in the Fraction Rite?

	

	Did the rite seem to take too long? If so, why?

	

	Did the rite look calm? Chaotic? Organized?

	

	Did the priest break the first piece of bread in a way that made it look like a dignified ritual for the whole assembly to see?
	

	Did the assembly sing the Lamb of God confidently?
	

	Did the singing of the Lamb of God begin as the priest broke the first piece of bread, and did the singing continue until all the bread was broken and all the wine poured?
	


COMMUNION
	After the assembly said, “Lord, I am not worthy…”, how long did the assembly have to wait before they began processing to the altar?
	

	After the assembly said, “Lord, I am not worthy…”, did the Communion song begin immediately?
	

	Was wine available for the whole assembly?

	

	Was the assembly able to sing the Communion song(s) confidently?

	

	How many Communion songs were sung?

	

	Were there enough Communion ministers for the whole assembly so that the procession did not take too long?
	

	Did Communion ministers have good eye contact with you?
	

	Did Communion ministers speak clearly and loudly?

	

	How did the bread taste? How did the wine taste?


	

	Overall, did the assembly feel united as one body through posture, movement, and song during the entire Communion procession, or did it feel like each person’s own private time for prayer?
	

	Was there a good amount of silence after Communion?


	

	Was there a song of praise after Communion that everyone sang, or was it a song performed by one person or just the choir?
	

	Did the Prayer after Communion come before the announcements?


	


SENSE OF UNITY

	In your opinion, when did the entire assembly feel most united, that is, in communion with the entire body of Christ?


	


