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Principles for Liturgical Music Planning

from tc "Principles for Liturgical Music Planning from "Music in Catholic Worshiptc "Music in Catholic Worship"
1) Planning should go beyond choosing songs. It should include such things as the way in which a song is introduced. “How people are invited to [sing] may be as important as the choice of the song itself” (13).
2) Music for the liturgy should fit the dispositions of the assembly. The worshipers should be competently able to sing the music (15).
3) Diversity in the worshiping assembly can be a challenge. The planning team will have to make compromises for the sake of the general makeup of the community. Individual worshipers will have to make some sacrifices for the sake of the others in the community (18).
4) “Music is ministerial; it must serve and never dominate.... It should heighten the texts so that they speak more fully and more effectively” (23).
5) Using the “threefold judgment”
a. Musical judgment — is it technically good music? (26 ff.)
b. Liturgical judgment — does the music fit into and serve the structure of the liturgy? (30 ff.)
c. Pastoral judgment — “does music in the celebration enable these people to express their faith, in this place, in this age, in this culture?” (39 ff.)

