Blessing of Candidates for Confirmation

at the Beginning of their Preparation
Presentation of the Candidates

After the homily, the person in charge of preparing the candidates, or another minister, presents the candidates, using these or similar words.
Confirmation Coordinator:

Reverend Father, there are several people in our community who desire to be confirmed and seek to be prepared more intensely for the Sacrament of Confirmation. They now ask for this community’s prayers, support, and example of discipleship that they may be ready to live more deeply in the life of the Holy Spirit which they entered into at Baptism. I present them to you now so that this community may pray for them.
If the numbers are not too large, the candidates are called forward by name; or if the numbers are large, they may stand as a group before the assembly or in their places.
The community may show their support by applauding or singing an acclamation.
Renewal of Baptismal Promises
The celebrant addresses the candidates in these or similar words:
Celebrant:

My dear friends, as you begin your preparation, know that this community will pray for you, will support you, and will strive to be a good example of discipleship for you. Know too that your desire for this sacrament strengthens our faith and renews our own commitment to our baptism.
Therefore, I ask all the faithful gathered here to stand and, with you, renew the promises of our baptism when we rejected Satan and his works, and promised to serve God faithfully in his holy Catholic Church.

And so:

Do you reject Satan? I do.

And all his works? I do.
And all his empty promises? I do.
Do you believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth? I do.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was born of the Virgin Mary,

was crucified, died, and was buried, rose from the dead,

and is now seated at the right hand of the Father? I do.
Do you believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting? I do.
This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church.

We are proud to profess it in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
Intercessions for the Candidates
The community prays for the candidates using the following or similar formulary. The celebrant may adapt the introduction and the intentions to fit various circumstances.
Celebrant:

My brothers and sisters, let pray to the Lord for these candidates and for ourselves, that we may live faithfully the promises we have made and share abundantly in the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Assisting minister:

For these candidates, for renewed faith, for deeper commitment to the Gospel: may the Holy Spirit strengthen them throughout their preparation and fill them with joy. We pray to the Lord.

For their godparents and families, for those who have formed them in their faith, for all who model for us a life of discipleship: may they be living examples of the Gospel. We pray to the Lord.

For our neophytes baptized last Easter, for all who were confirmed this last year, for all who share the Eucharist at this table: may they continue to deepen their understanding of the mysteries they have celebrated. We pray to the Lord.

For our community, for increased faith in Christ, for stronger union with the Father through the Holy Spirit: may we be fervent witness of God’s love to a world in need. We pray to the Lord.

Prayer Over the Candidates
With hands outstretched over the candidates, the celebrant says the following prayer.
Celebrant:

Father of love and power, it is your will to establish everything in Christ

and to draw us into his all-embracing love.

Guide these candidates as they begin their preparation for Confirmation.
Strengthen them in their baptismal promises,
build them into the kingdom of your Son,

and seal them with the Spirit of your love.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Liturgy of the Eucharist continues as usual.
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